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by Pastor Becky Hebert

By now, all of you should have received a letter from Council explaining the
meaning of sabbaticals, the purpose of sabbaticals, and a brief overview of my
goals for our sabbatical. Part of my report at the Annual Congregational Meet-
ing gave you some more details on what | hope to accomplish on sabbatical. If
you have not received either of these, Deb has copies at her desk.

Council has asked that | piggyback on their letter and my congregational
report to begin giving you more details on my goals, and how | hope to accom-
plish them while on sabbatical.

Let me begin with this interest in our ancestors that seems to grow with age.
Back when | could have learned so much from my grandmothers, | was not in-
terested in their family history stories. What | would give now to sit at their feet
and learn! From all of this | have wondered, “Why? Why do we become so in-
terested in where we came from as we grow older?” A friend once suggested
that maybe it has something to do with getting to know all these people before
we meet them in heaven. | like that answer. It might even have some truth in
it. Yet, | have another answer playing around in my head.

In Genesis 16: 8, God asks of Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, “Where have you
come from and where are you going?” This is a question God asks of all of us
when we seem to have no clue about our destination. Sarai (later Sarah),
Abram’s (later Abraham) wife, gave Hagar to Abram so he could have a child
with her. After Hagar conceived and bore the child, Sarai was mean to Hagar
so Hagar ran away with no idea as to where she was going. She only knew
she was going away from the cruelty of her mistress. There in the wilderness
of flight, God asks of her this difficult question about where she is from and to
where she is going. Her only answer, “I am running away from my mistress
Sarai.” Hagar is clueless about her future so God sends her back to “from
where she had come.”

There are times in life when we can more strongly identify with Hagar than
others. Oh, how strongly I identified when | walked away from the cruelty of my
alcoholic husband. Now as | enter that final transitional stage, | hear God
again asking, “Where have you come from and where are you going?” The
“come from” part this time around, beckons me back to those who came before
me. My ancestors summon me, as if they hold the key to some profound truth
I've left unturned—as if they hold a piece of identity locked in my unconscious
that needs unlocking as | face this final transition.

So | plan to connect with a genealogical society, and research my ancestry
and travel to France to walk where they walked. | will do this in hopes of
unlocking something in my unconscious that will guide me through my final
transition in life. If | find it, | plan to share it with all of you...that something we
need before God asks on our final pilgrimage, “From where have you come
and to where are you going?”

To be continued,
Pastor Becky
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Roll Call: Members present: Christy Gra-
ham, Steve Fortner, Jim May, Mary Lou
Datema, Nancy Anderson, Tona Griggs, Pastor
Becky. Absent: Judith Bartell.

Secretary’s Minutes : (Mary Lou Datema)
Minutes from the December meeting were re-
viewed and approved.

Financial Secretary : (Shirley Datema)
Shirley reported total deposits of $15,426.40 for
the month of December. This includes $13,816
in offering. The Christmas Eve offering was
$3,043. Average weekly offering for December
was $2,693.25 as compared to $1,973.63 in De-
cember of 2008, an increase of $719.62. Aver-
age Sunday attendance for December was 86,
as compared to 92 last year. Shirley noted that
a total of 33 pledges have been made for 2010
totaling $78,594.00. $77,190.00 was pledged
for 2009 from 36 pledges. Of that, $10,145.00
was not collected, but $2,291.00 was received
over and above the pledges, making a total of
$69,336.00 collected from 2009 pledges.

Complete information for 2009 was pub-
lished in the January Messenger.

Treasurer: (Steve Fortner) As of December
31, the checking account balance was $514.76.
The money market was valued at $21,420.57.

In a year-end summary for 2009, total
spending was $223,056.97, including labyrinth
expenses and a new roof, both non-budgeted
items. Total deposits were $135,120.79. With
the labyrinth and roof expenditures not included,
we came in at about $16,000.00 under budg-
eted spending, although expenses still ex-
ceeded income by about $22,000.00. Actual
budgeted spending for the year was
$143,514.03.

The 2010 budget is roughly the same as the
2009 budget.

Building and Grounds : Corneil Datema will
be working with Lee Bartell. Lee is to be com-
mended for the excellent job he did in clearing
the sidewalks on January 3 and 10.

Department of Spirituality: ~ (Nancy Ander-
son) Thanks to Deb Hall for the great job she is
doing on bulletins and Messengers.

Visioning Committee (Nancy Anderson)
Will meet on Tuesday, January 19.

Pastor's Report : (Pastor Becky) Pastor
Becky suggested that there is a need to clarify
the duties of various committees so that every-
one can see what their volunteer responsibilities
are. This would ensure that nothing is left to
chance or left undone. There is also a need for
each committee to have a clear understanding
of how its members are replaced when terms
expire. Tona suggested each committee look at
how this can best be done, and how those du-
ties can be outlined. Pastor Becky also sug-
gested that regular council terms be changed to
2 years and we think about dropping back to a
10 member council. This is something the new
council can look at this year.

Pastor Becky reported that she is feeling
overwhelmed right before worship and may look
into asking a lay person to serve as an assistant
to her before worship time begins.

Old Business: The letter and sabbatical
reflection piece will be sent out to the congrega-
tion the week of January 11. Work will continue
on preparing for the sabbatical and the opportu-
nities it presents us as a congregation.

New Business: The agenda for the annual
meeting was reviewed and discussed. The
meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 17,
with a carry-in dinner.

The Kids First lease agreement will be re-
viewed soon for the fall of 2010.

Next council meeting is scheduled for Mon-
day, Feb. 8.

Mary Lou Datema will open the church in
February.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Mary Lou Datema, secretary
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Discernment Prayers
Tuesday, February 9, 12 noon &
Tuesday, February 23, 12 noon
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Friendship Circle met on Tuesday, January
19 at Chez Robert Bistro in Nixa, MO. The
meeting was called to order by Eleanor Berger.
devotion, given by Christy Graham, was on a
“Mother’s Love”.

Committee Reports:

Treasurer, Margaret Dodge, reported that
after a deposit of $2,020.50 for nuts and $25.00
for Crosslines and expense of Crosslines’ offer-
ing of $25.00, we have a balance on hand as of
January 19, 2010, of $673.94. It was also re-
ported that $2,000.00 was made on the Bazaar
held in November.

Crosslines: Ida Barry reported that 89 fami-
lies were served with a total of 230 people given
food as of January 12, 2010. Total expenses
for the month were $217.54. After deposits of
$935.00, we have a balance on hand of
$1,641.38.

New Business:

Eleanor reported that the Brotherhood met
that morning and they made a donation to the
Haiti disaster, and asked if members wished to
do the same. There was a motion made, sec-
onded, and approved to send $50.00 to this ef-
fort through St. John’s Chapel UCC during the
Sunday collection, January 24.

Birthdays: Margaret Dodge-January 1;
Jeanne Kruger-January 5; Ida Barry- January 9;
Eleanor Berger-January 31; Jan Hale-February
6; and Rita Allen-February 12.

Anniversaries:  None in January; Nancy
Anderson-February 1; Beverly Graham-
February 2; and Louise Eggleston-February 14.

Our offering was collected for Crosslines.
Our next meeting will be February 16, with Elea-
nor Lockhart and Ida Barry as hostesses.

A delicious meal was enjoyed by all.

Acting Secretary,
Eleanor Berger
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The Women’s Guild met December 10, 2009
for their annual covered dish luncheon at noon.
We had a good crowd and an abundance of de-
licious food. President, Patsy Summers, gave
an interesting talk on how religions of the world
celebrate Christmas. We closed our meeting
singing Christmas carols.

There will be no meeting of the Women'’s
Guild in January.

Secretary,
Virginia Blumenstock
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In all the hustle and bustle of the very-
blessed holiday season, we neglected to
THANK YOU for the support, thoughts, visits,
beautiful prayer shawl, and above all, your
prayers while Carsen was in the hospital suffer-
ing from pneumonia. As we experienced our
most trying time yet as a family, you were there
to pray, pray, pray and we now know for sure
just how well prayer works! We can see that
Carsen is back to her tremendously energetic
selft We feel so blessed to be a part of this
church family!

Love,
Melissa, Rhonda & Carsen
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To all who came, sent cards and gave their best
wishes! Thanks, John & Perdy Scafe

Writing in regards to their December 27th
60th Wedding Anniversary Reception

December 30, 2009
Thank you for your generous contribution of $50.00.
On behalf of the entire Emmaus Family—we wish
you and yours a happy and fulfilling New Year!

Sincerely,

Lisa A Drier

Executive Director

Emmaus Resident Trust Foundation
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January 5, 2010
Thank you for your congregation’s recent gift of
$83.33 to our ministry @ The House.

Best Wishes,

Rev. Howard C Cavner
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The meeting was called to order immediately following worship by Coun- _
cil president, Tona Griggs, and opened with a prayer by Pastor Becky. The-vr
minutes of the July 12 Semi-Annual Meeting were reviewed and approved. 7

Financial Secretary’s Report : (Shirley Datema) Shirley noted that a to- |

was pledged for 2009 from 36 pledges. Of that, $10, 145 OO was not coI- gy
lected, but $2,291.00 was received over and above the pledges, making a &
total of $69,336.00 collected from 2009 pledges. Total giving for 2009 was
$111,986.77, with an additional $16,607.24 in pass-throughs. Income from
Kids First was $5,745.00 and total income was $135,220.79. Complete information for 2009 was
published in the January Messenger.

Treasurer : (Steve Fortner) As of December 31, 2009, the checking account balance was
$514.76. The money market was valued at $21,420.57.

In a year-end summary for 2009, total spending was $223,056.97, including labyrinth expenses
and a new roof, both non-budgeted items. Total deposits were $135,120.79. With the labyrinth and
roof expenditures not included, we came in about $16,000.00 under budgeted spending, although
expenses still exceeded income by about $22,000.00. Actual budgeted spending for the year was
$143,514.03.

The 2010 budget is roughly the same as the 2009 budget.

Board of Service Ministries : (Beverly Graham) Beverly reported the addition of a Visitor's Cen-
ter in the Narthex. She encourages all to help welcome visitors. Any ideas or help with any of the
ministries is appreciated.

Board of Christian Education:  (Eleanor Berger) Some highlights from the 2009 report included
Bunco Night in March, graduate recognition in May, as well as Vacation Bible School, Rally Day ac-
tivities, the annual hayride and the children’s Christmas pageant.

United Ministries in Higher Education : (Gary Tebbenkamp) On behalf of UMHE, Gary thanked
the chapel congregation for the $1,000.00 donation last year. St. John’s has several people in-
volved in UMHE; Tona Griggs and Patsy Summers are serving on the board of directors; Liz Staf-
ford is a student representative and Gary serves as conference representative. One of the exciting
new projects is a faith-based housing unit on campus, planned for the fall of 2011. The peer ministry
program will once again be active for this coming year.

Endowment Fund: (John Allen) Total contributions to the fund for January-December 2009
were $8,485.00, the highest figure for any one year. Total investments are now at $188,466.97, and
the fund is working well.

Pastor's Report : (Pastor Becky) Pastor Becky included in the packet of information a schedule
of her typical week. Pastor Becky encouraged anyone with questions or concerns about worship,
music, or anything else in the life of the congregation, to address those concerns to the appropriate
committee. Pastor Becky recognized our excellent staff and the many hours they dedicate to help-
ing our church run smoothly. A summary of continuing and new programming was given, as well as
some further information and a tentative schedule of Pastor Becky’s upcoming sabbatical.

Membership as of Dec 31, 2009 was 277, with no net gains or losses this year.



Outgoing council president Tona Griggs was presented with flowers and thanked for her service
to the church.

New Business: The following nominees were approved for open positions:
Council: Jeanne Kruger, Elaine Tebbenkamp. This still leaves 3 open positions.
Board of Christian Education: Helen Keeton

Board of Service Ministries: Tona Griggs

Endowment Board of Trustees: Mike Berger, Bob Lockhart, Karl Kruger
Western Association delegates; Charles and Jane Dunham

Faithworks delegates: Beverly Graham, Christy Graham

Auditing Committee: Doris McMinn

At this time, Building and Grounds, Worship and Music, the Visioning Committee, Strategic Plan-
ning and the annual stewardship drive can also use additional members.

A motion was passed allowing council the authority to negotiate a new contract with the Kids
First preschool, subject to approval by the congregation.

Tona reminded us, as a congregation, that we will have work to do during Pastor Becky’s sab-
batical. Some plans have already been made, but council will continue to work on this and welcomes
any members of the congregation that would like to help in this planning process as well.

The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 12:50 and was followed by a carry-in din-
ner.

Mary Lou Datema, secretary

6 8 #3'$
Jim May, President

Judith Bartell, Vice President
Shirley Datema, Financial Secretary

Mary Lou Datema, Secretary

%@/ Steve Fortner, Treasurer
Jeanne Kruger < Elaine Tebbenkamp
( * l

Nancy Anderson e« Christy Graham

We warmly welcome new members, | 4
Phillip Ray & Amanda Joan
DODGE

to the St. John’s Chapel Family~

Announcing the Baptism of

6 & 8
" !9" #$|$
Parents: Phillip & Amanda Dodge

God Parents:
John Wesley & Lauren Adcock

Grandparents:
Steven & Margaret Dodge, John & Debra Adcock




Birthdays
14 Maya Welde

1 Brin Datema

Derek Griggs Traci Zay

2 Ben Datema 17 Jonathan Scully
Tony Diullo Christoper Scully
Ted Hillhouse 19 Anthony Hunt

20 Gert Klobuchar
21 Allen Dohm, 84
22 Curt Bartell

23 Ken Swanson, 82

Nancy Schlueter
4 Charles Schatz

Zach Rehagen
5 Diane Kicher

6 Jan Hale 24 Sue Davis
25 Rev. Nelson
8 Stephen Graham Parnell. 80
Linda Hines 27 Jeremy Cannady
12 Rita Allen John Scafe, 82
Bill Brazeale Kent Weber
Emily Russell

Anniversaries

1 Ed & Nancy Anderson, 51st
Steve & Annette Barry

2 Pete & Beverly Graham, 46th

10 Jack & Vanessa Gonzenbach

11 Stephen & Lori Graham

14 John & Judy Wood, 39th
David & Debbie Rahmoeller
Robert & Marlene Saylor, 40th
Bob & Louise Eggleston, 27th

15 Gary & Elaine Tebbenkamp, 33rd

"%) 9
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany
Communion
"%) L
Last Sunday of Epiphany
Transfiguration
6 , "%) 19
Prayer Vigil
Evening Service
"0h)  #
First Sunday in Lent
"%) #
Second Sunday in Lent

Most of you don’t know that Eleanor Berger
is an angel for recording our attendance in the
CDM+ system every Sunday. Eleanor, we
thank you for doing a thankless yet very impor-
tant job.

Thanks to John Scafe, our Chapel now re-
ceives the News-Leader each weekend keeping
our office abreast of local events and activities.
Thank you for keeping the Chapel in the loop.

And there would not have been a mid-
January mailing about Pastor Becky’s upcoming
sabbatical if it were not for the envelope-stuffing
abilities of Alice Shoemaker. Thank you, Alice!

And we must stop and make time to thank
David Rahmoeller for lending his sound engi-
neering expertise to our congregation every
Sunday. David records our Sunday service in
such a thoughtful manner that he lowers Pastor
Becky’s microphone whenever she sings.

There are many unmentioned Angels who si-

lently perform acts of kindness every day. Tell oth-
ers about the Angels Among Us at St. John’s Chapel

by dropping a note by the office.

KITCHEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED NOW!

As part of our church’s outreach, four people
are needed to serve the 3™ Sunday of each
month at The Kitchen, 424 E. Commercial.
Thank you in advance, to those who are signing
up for February & March. Please contact Johna
Steinhauer, 877-7658 now.

On our January 12th
Crosslines Day, groceries
and milk were given to 89
families for a total of 230

A Project of e

Council of Churches of ifre Ozarks [2809'6 .

Please bring food items by Sunday,
February 7th as our next Crosslines Day is
February 9 . Much appreciation to all who help
and provide for our monthly Crosslines Day!

The church will be opened in
the month of February by:
Mary Lou Datema




Wednesday, February 17
6:00 am to 6:00 pm
St. John’s Chapel UCC Sanctuary

Please reserve 30 minutes of Prayer & Meditation
by signing the sheet on the Narthex bulletin board.
Thank you for your participation in
this annual St. John’s tradition~

Our Confirmands, 2010
February 17  Ash Wednesday
February 21 First Sunday of Lent
February 28  Second Sunday of Lent "
March 7 Third Sunday of Lent, !
Communion
March 14 Fourth Sunday of Lent, Sunday, March 21, 2010
One Great Hour of Confirmands presented~
Sharing
March 21 Fifth Sunday of Lent Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010
Confirmands Presented Confirmands confirmed~
March 28 Palm Sunday
Confirmands Confirmed Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010
April 4 EASTER SUNDAY The newest members of our Church Body
Communion will receive Holy Communion~

150,000 Number of confirmed dead*.
194,000 Number of injured*.
3 million Number of people affected by the quake*.
1.5 million ~ Number of people homeless or living in
the streets*.
50 at least The number of aftershocks of 4.5 or
stronger after the initial 7.0 quake*.
5-8 years Number of years UCC anticipates that
we will be responding to this disaster. Go to www.ucc.org __or
*Haitian earthquake statistics as of 1/28/10 from the CNN web site give in the NartheX

Your generous gift to the UCC’s Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund will enable our Haitian partners to
offer immediate emergency relief as well as long-term recovery and rehabilitation to the families and
communities devastated by this tragedy. Visit ucc.org/disaster/major-earthquake-strikes.html for
more information. Donate in one of three ways—

1. Online at the web site address above.

2. As a pass-thru right here with a check payable to St. John’s Chapel UCC and OGHS—noting
“Haiti Earthquake Relief” in the memo line.

3. A check sent directly to Wider Church Ministries; 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115.
The check should be made out to Wider Church Ministries and OGHS—noting “Haiti Earthquake
Relief” in the memo line.

And don’t forget to help by praying for the more than 3 million Haitians affected by this tragedy.



It's time to buy your tickets for the

ANNUAL SAUSAGE SUPPER!

Monday, February 15
4:30 -7:00 pm
Adults, $6.00 each
6-12, $3.00 each
See Koinania and Brotherhood members
to purchase your tickets NOW!

/. & >6 3
“For God so Lo» ed the world,
That he ¢b ve
Hison y
" Begott n
4 So
% (" hat whosoever
b= Believeth n Him
Should ot Perish
But have verlasting life.”

January 2006 —December 2009

Submitted by Chuck Andrews




2008 2008 2009 2009 2009
MONTH INCOME EXPENSES DEPOSITS EXPENSES BUDGET
January $12,843.28 $14,105.78 $8,571.00 $11,030.92 $13,973.18
February $10,352.93 $11,486.45 $9,052.25 $10,511.50 $12,519.18
March $18,535.07 $16,499.27 $10,579.57 $12,504.61 $15,300.68
April $15,517.71 $13,557.35 $10,057.00 $10,574.73 $12,469.18
May $16,555.88 $29,607.56 $10,384.25 $12,518.64 $12,601.68
June $13,100.00 $16,269.75 $7,781.77 $12,401.90 $14,798.18
July $12,217.89 $13,664.47 $7,953.56 $11,577.00 $11,969.18
August $14,110.42 $12,599.08 $10,027.00 $14,070.79 $12,001.68
September $9,886.00 $14,575.30 $8,955.75 $11,272.41 $14,698.18
October $12,814.48 $13,423.81 $9,453.00 $11,534.32 $13,169.18
November $15,640.00 $11,683.90 $13,911.31 $11,682.81 $13,022.53
December $22,717.17 $21,175.19 $14,965.00 $13,834.40 $13,559.18
OTHER FUNDS NOTE: Income and Expenses include the total
income and expenses for the month.
Money Market $21,420.57 : .
Building Fund CD $0.00 up_gl_zgfg remember to bring your pledged giving
Regular Checking $514.76
A review of the budget vs. actual may be ob-
TOTAL CASH $21,935.33 tained from the church office, if desired.
2009 YTD Additional Spending
Labyrinth $26,775.34
Roof $31,762.00
: 8?7 8 <
( @AB

-Eating out one less time per week. Bob & Eleanor Lockhart

-I thought of something I can give up for Lent. Itis candy. | need to and | can do it. Loy Swanson
-Coffee, and drink green tea instead, which is better for me. Beverly Graham

-I'm going to give up bread. Melissa Burnett

-Panty hose! Rita Allen

2 @A
-l am going to try and give up fatty foods, but it probably won’t happen! | need to think of something
really, really easy so | will stick to it! Cynthia Gromer

? 2@AC
-Instead of giving something up for Lent, | want to add something good! I’'m going to get up at 6:00
a.m. and exercise during the week! Tona Griggs
-I am taking on walking the Labyrinth twice a week, and having lunch with Chuck Gackstetter once a
month. Pastor Becky

& 2 @AD
-I have never practiced giving up for Lent. John Scafe
-I never make New Year’s resolutions or try to give up something for Lent. | believe in it but | don’t
have the self discipline. Ken Swanson
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! . =,8 is Monday at 5:30 pm.

5 ? will meet Monday at 7:00 pm.
E &? is Wednesday at 4:30 pm.
F 5 , Saturday at 9:00 am at National Avenue Christian Church.
9 , («( 8 , Sunday following Worship
( will convene on Sunday at 5 pm.
; . =, 8 is Monday at 5:30 pm.
meets Monday at 6:30 pm, and will meet on Mondays through May.
G & ( . will join together Tuesday at 12 noon.
&? ( 1 ( will meet for the first time at 6:30 today.
I$ &? ( is Wednesday at 4:30 pm.
I . ( will meet at 1:00 pm today.
( will convene on Sunday at 5 pm.
I* 6 8 is today, 4:30—7:30 pm.
. =,8 is Monday at 5:30 pm.
IF % & is today, Tuesday
-5 meets Tuesday at 8 am.
> 8 (( meets at 5:30 pm.
% will meet Tuesday at 7:00 pm.
19 6 ,
>8 " 6:00 am to 6:00 pm.
= , 12 noon
&? ( is Wednesday at 4:30 pm.
6 , ? at 7:30 pm.
#l ? H , Sunday, at 4:15 pm.
( will convene on Sunday at 5 pm.
# 8 items due today.
. =,8 meets Mondays at 5:30 pm
#E & ( . will join together Tuesday at 12 noon.
5 meets Tuesday at 6:30 pm.
#: &? ( will meet Wednesday at 4:30 pm.
#; ( convenes Sunday at 5 pm.

, Council will meet on Monday evenings through May.
, Spiritual Development grads will meet monthly beginning on February 9th.

» 5'& 0 & 2

2010 Membership Directories are now available in the Chapel Office. Please
inform Deb Hall of any errors discovered, plus tell Deb about all changes and
updates as they occur. THANK YOU!
Please note that the correct work number for Suzanne Grammer is 864-6199. The correct home
number for Caroline Wolfe is 417-881-3935. All mail for Glenda and Joshua Wiese should go to
Glenda’s home address as listed in the bulletin. The only time that mail is to be sent to her parents’
(Glen Wiese in Rogerville), is if it's time sensitive and needs to reach Glenda within two days.
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