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(* Denotes when all who are able to please stand.) 
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All who are able are invited to gather in the Narthex to prepare for the journey to Jerusalem.  We 
ask that the doors to the sanctuary be kept closed (except for those who are unable to join the pro-
cession.) 
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Members and guests, please sign the friendship pad and pass it down to the end 
of the pew, once seated in the sanctuary. 
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Pastor: Today we begin our new year together as a community on a pilgrimage.  

 Our service begins this morning by ceremonially retracing the steps of the 
 Magi.  Each of you are invited to follow the Magi who will lead us on a 
 processional to Jerusalem.  The journey to Bethlehem will come later. 

People: In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
 Judea... 

Voice 1: Magi: Star-gazing astrologers, a priestly occult, and Gentile pagans from 
 the East, saw a star at its rising. 

 (The Magi come forward toward the sanctuary door as this is being read.) 
 And since they believed the birth of a new ruler was associated with as-

 tronomical phenomena, they said: 
Magi: “Come, let us go to Jerusalem to see this newborn king of the Jews.” 
People: Come let us follow the Magi, that we too ca n behold the birth of 

 Christ our King. 
 

'(��������������&�'(��������������&�'(��������������&�'(��������������&�  “We Three Kings” vs. 1, No. 202 & see next page 
Magi: “Hark, see yonder mountain range we must cross.” 

 “We Three Kings” vs. 2, see next page 
Magi: “Oh no, see the Arabian Desert we must cross.” 

 “We Three Kings” vs. 3, see next page 
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Magi: “Watch out, there are snakes and all sorts of desert creatures lurking in 
 the shadows.” 

 “We Three Kings” vs. 4, No. 202 
Magi: “How will we cross the River of Jordan?  Will we swim, find a boat or is it 
 shallow  enough for our camels to cross?” 

 “We Three Kings” vs. 5, No. 202 
Magi: “We are here!  Will all please be seated.” 
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Leader: Christ is with us. 
People: Christ is in our midst. 
Leader: Let us pray: 
People: Eternal God, companion of all who seek You,  and seeker of all who 

 turn away from You, draw near to us that we may dr aw 
near to You  on our journey from Jerusalem to Bethl ehem.  Amen. 
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��      Isaiah 60:1-6           p. 676 
            Micah 5:2-5           p. 849 
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“Giving Gifts” 

 (Children may exit for Children’s Choir.) 
 

 ������!���������������� ������!���������������� ������!���������������� ������!����������������          Matthew 2:1-1                                                  p. 877 
            Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22                               p. 935 

 

	��&��	��&��	��&��	��&��                                           “Awakenings”         The Rev. Becky A. Hebert 
   

'��&�'��&�'��&�'��&�                                      “As with Gladness Men of Old”                        No. 200 
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Pastor: Inhabit our hearts, God of history, as You once inhabited human flesh. 
People: Be here among us with all of Your wisdom, a ll of Your power, all of 

 Your mercy, all of Your love, that we might learn to be like You from 
 Your son who came to be like us. 

Pastor: Bless us and our simple faith seeking understanding.  Reveal to us what 
 we need to know to love You and serve You with fidelity and truth. 

 
(Following each petition, Pastor will pause and the people respond with  the next phrase.) 
 

People: Visit us, O God, for we come to You with ex pectant hearts. 
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Leader: Hear now O God, our confessions. 
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Why are we so afraid, dear God?  You have told us m any times through this 
season to fear not.  Yet, we are afraid to seek hel p, afraid to give of our-
selves too much, afraid to love too deeply and inti mately, afraid to tell oth-
ers who we really are, afraid to acknowledge anothe r's worth, afraid of the 
poor, the dirty, the dying and maybe even a little fearful of letting You get 
too close.  O God, forgive our fearful way, our hea rtless ways, and show us 
what it means to live freed of fear and trusting in  Your promises.  Amen. 
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Pastor: Christ is not imprisoned by the limitations of our fears. 
People: When invited God passes into all souls and hearts. 
Pastor: My sisters and brothers, I tell you the truth:  In God’s tender mercy is our  
 liberation from all that limits us, and keeps us from living with hearts 

 wide open. 
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'��&�'��&�'��&�'��&�� ��� “Lord’s Prayer”         p .622 

(This replaces the Lord’s Prayer during Communion.) 
����
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������ (pages 9-10 of Worship Resources in pew rack) 
 

Call to The Supper Matthew 2:11-12 p. 878 
 

(Seraphic Hymn will be sung by the choir.  Congregation is invited to come for-
ward to offer their gifts to the Christ child—symbolic of their journey to Bethlehem.   
The gifts for Crosslines are to be placed on the alter rail and Communion received 
there.  The choir will be served first.  Then the congregation will follow.  Please 
hold the bread and wine until all are served.  Note, the center circle of the Com-
munion cup receptacle contains grape juice.) 
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��                 “Wie Schön leuchtet der Morgenstern”              Pachelbel 

You, whether a member or guest,  are an important and valuable part of this St. John’s 
Chapel Community. Your participation in this worship service is a blessing. May you always 
know God’s gift of unending love. 
 
A nursery  is available during worship for children up through three years of age. If you need 
help locating the nursery, please ask an usher. 
 
Hearing-assistance devices  are available for use during worship. If you would like to use 
one, please ask an usher to get one for you. 

A Deadline … 
Documents and reports for the January 17 Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting  

Are due by Monday, January 11.  Thank you! 
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Sharon Haislip’s surgical incision is now healing much better, and she is on the mend. 

-�&��������-������� �
Dorothy Cottrell: (Ken Swanson’s sister), passed away at the age of 93 on January 3rd, in 

St. Joseph, Michigan. 
Naomi “Deane” Rupert: (a Women’s Guild friend) is in Rm. 4259 at St. John’s (admitted be-

fore Christmas).  She was unable to breathe, and since, the fluid surrounding her lungs 
has been removed.  . 

Gail Garton:  (Grace & Weight member and friend of Jeanne Kruger) is in Cox South, Rm. 
305.  Gail underwent surgery on January 28 for a special lung biopsy, and the prognosis 
is uncertain. 

Peggy Gilbert:  (Friend of Tona Griggs) is battling aggressive breast cancer.  Tona just re-
ported that Peggy’s cancer continues to be described as “aggressive”, and asks that we 
continue our prayers on Peggy’s behalf. 

Josephine Walker:  (Jeanne Kruger’s mother) is at Magnolia Square, Room 228. 
Joyce Johnson: (Friend of Glenda Weise), Her breast cancer has returned. 
Todd McClain: (Cousin of Melissa Burnett) is undergoing extensive medical tests. 

Our Stewardship for Thursday, December 24, 2009  
 Worship   115 Offering $ 3,043.00 

Our Stewardship for Sunday, December 27, 2009  
 

 Worship   60 Offering $ 1,012.00 
 Sunday School: 00 Offering Not Available 

Our Stewardship for Sunday, January 3, 2010  
 

 Worship   39 Offering $ 2,680.00 
 Sunday School: 13 Offering             $7.00 

Our Christmas Card ex-
change is drawing to a 
close, and after today, 
unclaimed cards will be 
available for pick-up in 
the Chapel Office.  Check 
again for cards in the 
Narthex today..  Thanks! 
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Anyone who wants their original, 
engraved pavers from the Laby-
rinth, come and get ‘em.  The 
pavers are in the south parking lot, 
and after January 18 will be dis-
carded.  A really big paper weight... 

Please join us for Discernment Prayers in the New Year 
Tuesday, January 12 & Tuesday, January 26 at 12 noon 



Plan to stay after worship �����  & help take down and store our  
Chrismas tree, Chrismons, garland and wreaths.  Thank you, everyone! 

������ �� ou are invited to attend the  
2010 ��� � now��� � all 
Saturday, January 16 

6 to 10 pm 
Music & Light Snacks 

Come dance to the music of the 50s to present~ 
Advance tickets… 

Adults $5.00, Under 12 $3.00 
At the Door, $8.00 & $5.00 

See a Youth FROG to purchase  
tickets now! 

Only amicable, auspicious, and convivial liturgists are being accepted at this time  
For January and February services.  Prospective liturgists should also be  
procurable and unrecompensed.  If you think you are any of these things, 
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Amicable, auspicious, or convivial?  It’s another way of saying you are friendly. 
Procurable?  It means that you are available. 
And unrecompensed means that you will serve as liturgist...unpaid. 

St. John’s Chapel UCC Staff 
Pastor — Rev. Becky Hebert Pastor’s Home - 882-0415  
 Cell - 773-6702 
 Pastor’s E-mail - pastor@stjohnschapel.org 
Secretary — Debra Hall Church Office - 881-5175 
 FAX - 881-1647 
 Church E-mail - sec@stjohnschapel.org 
Music Director - Chris Brammer Nursery Attendant - Lea Ann Kruger 
Organist - Vicky Claborn Custodian - Lee Bartell 

The titles for our prelude and meditation music are now listed in the Sunday bulletin.  
Vicky Claborn thoughtfully selects music with our meditation theme in mind, and 

hopes that the reflective music will add to this thoughtful  
moment that prepares us for worship every Sunday.  Thank you, Vicky~   



 
Worship — 10:30 AM 

 
Pastor’s Day Off — Friday 

 
Secretary’s Office Hours: 8:30 AM — 1:00 PM Monday-Friday 
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 Tona Griggs will open the church for the month of January. 

 
Today.: Epiphany Sunday ........................................................................................... 10:30 am 
 Communion 
 Turn in Crosslines Food 
 Independent Women meet at Jimm’s Steak House ......................................... 1:00 pm 
 Confirmation Class ........................................................................................... 5:00 pm 
Monday: Reports are due for the Semi-Annual Meeting (held this Sunday, January 17) 
 Grace & Weight ................................................................................................ 5:30 pm 
Tuesday: Fish Day 
 Discernment Prayers ................................................................................... 12:00 noon 
 Council .............................................................................................................. 6:30 pm 
Wednesday: Spiritual Development ...................................................................................... 4:30 pm 
 Bells  ................................................................................................................. 6:30 pm 
 Choir ................................................................................................................. 7:40 pm 
Thursday: Women’s Guild ................................................................................................. 1:00 pm 
Saturday: Youth FROGS Snow Ball ................................................................................. 6:00 pm 
Next Sun.: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time .................................................................. 10:30 am 
 Welcome New Members 
 Allison Dodge Baptism 
 Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting 
 Carry-In Dinner 
 Serve at The Kitchen ........................................................................................ 4:15 pm 
 Confirmation Class ........................................................................................... 5:00 pm 
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St. John’s Chapel UCC is called to love unconditionally, seek justice, foster spiritual growth, 
and embrace diversity of thought and body as taught by Jesus Christ. 

��� � n Sunday, January 17, we welcome two new members into our congregation.   
We invite all who also wish to become members to join us on Sunday~ 
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1:00 pm. JIMM’S STEAK HOUSE (formerly Steak & Ale on Glenstone) 


